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EMBARGO for release:  6 a.m. - Tuesday 15 May 2007
Australia at Child Welfare Crossroads
Australia’s peak child and family body - the Child and Family Welfare Association of Australia (CAFWAA) is calling for the nation’s political leaders to take charge in addressing a national crisis facing Australia’s children and young people.

Chair of CAFWAA, Mr Simon Schrapel said “There’s been a staggering 35% increase in the number of children and young people taken into care in the last 4 years. This shows current policies aimed at supporting families and keeping children safe are failing”.
In launching CAFWAA’s position paper ‘A Call to Action for Australia’s Children’ at the Association’s National Symposium in Brisbane today, Mr Schrapel has called for “national leadership to turn the tide of escalating child abuse and neglect”.  
The paper calls for the government to:

· make children a national priority through the appointment of a Children’s Minister and an independent Commissioner for Children;
· the development of a National Strategy to tackle child protection;
· increased investment in early childhood programs, services to support vulnerable families and those living in disadvantaged communities; and

· develop a national child care strategy for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who remain seven times more likely than non Indigenous children to be removed and placed in out of home care.

Mr Schrapel said “while the community’s attention is being focussed on the future impacts of climate change, we are largely ignoring another present day crisis experienced by a rapidly growing number of children and families.  If the appalling statistics detailing the plight of children in Australia living in poverty, experiencing neglect and being removed from families were affecting other segments of Australian society, there would be an enormous outcry in the community”.

As difficult as the challenges are CAFWAA believes that solutions are available.  Lifting the living standards of Australia’s poorest families, establishing a system of early intervention assistance to families known to be vulnerable and building the capacity of organisations working with children in care and their families are all achievable objectives. 

 A Call to Action for Australia’s Children provides a way forward in dealing with the current crisis - the challenge now rests with the nation’s political leaders to heed the call.

Contact:
Simon Schrapel (Chair)
- 0411 647 132


Lisa Hillan (Deputy Chair) - 0409 847 284

CAFWAA’s paper, ‘A Call to Action for Australia’s Children’ is available at www.cafwaa.org.au
The CAFWAA National symposium – THEIR LIVES, OUR WORK - is being run in collaboration with Peak Care Queensland at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre from the 15 - 17 May 2007.
